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THIS LIFE  FROM THE EDITOR

I’LL NEVER FORGET MY FIRST WHITE PARTY. There I 
was among more than 300 gay men and one very tall drag queen, most 
dancing in their underwear at the Renaissance Hotel, when I caught 
a glimpse of  Jai Rodriguez. He was the adorable “Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy” co-star who tried to impart culture to the show’s hapless 
makeover candidates. I never really understood his role.

Anyway, so he’s on the dance fl oor bustin’ a move in his skivvies (black 
trunks) with his equally cute, barely dressed boyfriend. I make my way 
over to say hello, not sure how he might react to being approached by a 
stranger while pant-less and mid-Running Man (Kidding. I actually don’t 
recall how he was dancing.). But he couldn’t have been friendlier. He 
introduced me to his boyfriend, then we chatted for a couple of  minutes 
about the show, what he might do in the future, and ... nothing else 
particularly memorable.

However, what stands out about our chat was the impression it made 
on me about the White Party. The reality TV star exemplifi ed an attitude 
I encountered many times throughout the weekend. I met several guys 

who’d fl own from diff erent parts of  the U.S. and Canada to hear great music, dance, fl irt poolside, hook up, 
and experience the easy camaraderie of  thousands of  gay men who’d had similar experiences and challenges. 
While an aloof  stand-and-model mentality might permeate some White Party cliques, it didn’t refl ect the 
overall tone of  the event.

Getting into the groove of  The Dinah and Blatino Oasis events I attended last year was as eff ortless as 
White Party. Blatino Oasis founder Joe Hawkins has a knack for greeting everyone as if  they’re arriving to a 
neighborhood barbecue or class reunion, whether they’re porn stars or bank tellers. And The Dinah team is 
committed to off ering attendees a vacation unlike any other, evidenced by the caliber of  its entertainment. I 
lost count of  the number of  songs Tegan and Sara performed for their Dinah audience.

These are just some of  the spring festivals featured in our cover story on page 34. Others include Palm 
Springs’ gay rodeo, Stagecoach, and the inaugural LGBT Days. What you won’t fi nd is information on the 
Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival. That’s not because we don’t love what it brings to the community, 
because we absolutely do.

Coachella consistently presents major internationally known recording stars, such as Jay-Z, Prince and 
Madonna, and many emerging superstars during two weekends each April. And, festival passes consistently, 
almost immediately sell out, as they have this year for the general public. While there’s a chance local 
residents could snag a pass closer to the festival dates, we wanted our guide to provide as useful information 
as possible — meaning you undoubtedly could still go to the events we featured. If  you don’t already have a 
Coachella pass, good luck getting one.

There are also plenty of  non-festival events to attend in March in the valley, such as the BNP Paribas Open 
in Indian Wells, stand-up comedy routines, and theatrical productions across the desert. They’re all listed in 
the calendar starting on page 56.

To receive weekly updates listing weekend happenings, subscribe to the Desert Outlook Weekend 
newsletter. It’s free and arrives in your email inbox each Thursday. Sign up at www.DesertOutlook.com.

Thanks for reading.

Will Dean,
Editor
william.dean@desertsun.com

FESTIVAL SEASON 
BUOYS COMMUNITY
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CULTURE

F YOU THINK YOU KNOW ’80S TEEN BRAT PACK 
QUEEN MOLLY RINGWALD, think again. She may still 
be beloved primarily for starring in late director John Hughes’ 
classic triptych “Sixteen Candles,” “The Breakfast Club” and 
“Pretty in Pink,” but the now-48-year-old happily married 
mom of  an 11-year-old daughter and 5-year-old boy-girl 

twins also has more than 30 other fi lms to her credit. She’s been in 
Broadway’s “Cabaret” and “Enchanted April,” and was recently a 
series regular in the long-running ABC Family hit “The Secret Life of  
the American Teenager.” In 2012, Ringwald’s debut fi ction, “When It 
Happens to You: A Novel in Stories,” was published, and last fall she 
began writing a weekly online advice column, “Ask Molly Ringwald,” 
for the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Guardian. 

But perhaps most surprising, 2014 also saw her unveil a Jazz CD, 
“Except Sometimes.” She’s coming to the desert with her four-man 
band March 6 and 7 to perform her cabaret act at Copa in Palm 
Springs. I recently caught up with this amiable Renaissance woman.

AT THE AGE OF 3 YOU BEGAN SINGING WITH YOUR JAZZ 
MUSICIAN FATHER, ROBERT RINGWALD, AND HIS BAND, AND 
MUSIC HAS HELD A SPECIAL PLACE IN YOUR HEART EVER 
SINCE. YET YOUR FIRST ALBUM HAS COME OUT SO RELATIVELY 
LATE IN LIFE.

Well, I was kind of  a little busy doing other things. [Laughter.] I 
did a lot of  the music when I was younger, and then I got back into 
musical theater as an adult. I always intended to put my own jazz 
band together, but honestly … I hadn’t met the right people. And then 
I met [producer, pianist, singer, arranger, and songwriter] Peter Smith, 
who is my collaborator. We just started working together and we put 
the band together, and it just kind of  organically happened. It just 
took longer than I thought it would.

IF YOU GO
WHAT: Molly 
Ringwald sings 
cabaret
WHEN: 8 p.m. 
March 6 and 7
WHERE: Copa, 
244 E. Amado 
Road, Palm 
Springs
TICKETS: $45-
$75
INFO: 
copapalmsprings.
com

THE UNSINKABLE 

ACTING, WRITING ... SINGING? 
CHECK, CHECK AND CHECK

Molly Ringwald

I

» Continued on PAGE 16

BY DANIEL VAILLANCOURT
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SO YOU ALWAYS INTENDED TO DO IT ALL.

I think the turning point for me was 
turning 40, which is when I thought, “This 
is ridiculous. You can do all these things — 
why not put them out there and do them 
professionally?” You should be able to do as 
many things as you want. I think as you get 
older, maybe you just seem to care really less 
about what criticism you might get. That 
doesn’t seem like the most important thing as 
much as it is when you’re younger. And that’s 
really liberating as an artist.

LIKE SO MANY STRONG FEMALE 
PERFORMERS, YOU SEEM TO BE INVOLVED 
IN A LONGTIME MUTUAL LOVE AFFAIR 
WITH THE LGBT COMMUNITY.

I don’t want to speak for the gay community, 
but from what I’ve been told by the gay 
community, the films I did really spoke to 
them because they dealt with that sort of  
outsider feeling that everyone who has grown 
up gay has felt.

WHAT ABOUT IN YOUR PERSONAL LIFE?
One of  my oldest friends — [the person 

that] the character of  Duckie is based on 
in “Pretty in Pink” — is the godfather of  
my daughter, and I’m the godmother to his 
daughter. And his husband is the godfather to 
my son…. Justin Vivian Bond is an old friend 
of  mine. Joey Arias. In fact, one of  the stories 
in my book is about a single mom and her 
transgender child. That’s an example of  when 
my art is directly impacted by my connection 
to the gay community. I know so many people 
who are so comfortable now in their identity 
and with who they are, but it made me wonder 
what that experience was like growing up, 
and what it was like from a mother’s point of  

view, because I’d just become a mother for the 
second time when I was writing those stories. 
You should read it. It’s called “My Olivia.”

SO WHAT’S NEXT?
I’m working on another novel. I’m still 

writing the Guardian column. I’d like to start 
making plans to record another album. And I 
have plans — hopefully they’ll come together; 
I don’t know if  they will or not for sure — to 
direct my own movie, which would be really, 
really exciting. I think that’s the next big step 
in my artistic journey.

YOU CLOSE “EXCEPT SOMETIMES” 
WITH YOUR COVER OF SIMPLE MINDS’ 
“DON’T YOU (FORGET ABOUT ME)” 
FROM “THE BREAKFAST CLUB.” A LOT OF 
PERFORMERS WOULD SHY AWAY FROM 
THEIR PAST. NOT YOU. 

When we were putting the songs together 
for the album, it was just after John Hughes 
had passed away. He was on my mind a lot, 
and it just kind of  very organically came 
out of  a rehearsal where I was humming 
the song and was talking to Peter — “Do 
you think there’s any way we could put jazz 
chords behind it?” And he started playing 
these really beautiful chords. I just wanted to 
do it as a tribute to John, and also as a bridge 
for people who know me for this one thing. 
Those movies are so much a part of  who I 
am, you know? I’m doing things now that I’m 
interested in, but that doesn’t mean I want to 
just completely turn my back on my past. To 
me, it all makes up who I am. I don’t know if  
I necessarily would have done the song if  John 
hadn’t passed away at the same time, but it 
was part of  what I was going through at the 
moment. I’m glad I did. It’s a different enough 
cover of  the original that it adds something 
interesting.  

» Continued from PAGE 14

Molly Ringwald and band.  PHOTO BY HUSSEIN KATZ
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Graham Norton 
@grahnort
“Alan Turing and 49,000 other 
men were prosecuted for 
being gay! @HRC is asking for 
these men to be pardoned. 
http://bit.ly/HRCPardon”

Margaret Cho 
@margaretcho
“Any power play is fun to 
explore - doctor/patient 
or park ranger/hiker 
are some of my faves! 
#AllAboutSexTLC”

Karamo Brown 
@KaramoBrown
“#MessageForMyFriends: You 
must always find a reason 
to celebrate your own life no 
matter how you are feeling”

Katy Perry
@katyperry
“Remember internet it’s 
literally ILLEGAL to post 
pictures of me at my house 
w/my family that unethical 
paparazzi have taken on long 
lenses.”

Chely Wright
@chelywright
“Compassion will take you 
places that can never be 
reached by a ship that sails a 
thousand days.”

Harvey Fierstein 
@HarveyFierstein
“Kind’a shocked watching 
AMERICAN SNIPER. Haven’t 
seen anything so baldly 
racist since 1950’s Cowboy 
& Indian movies. We can do 
better.”

Brad Goreski 
@mrbradgoreski

“I would 
let @
JamieDornan 
#FiftyShades 
me for sure!”
  

Staff Report

LGBTQ summit to explore spirituality
Questions and issues of faith in the LGBTQ 

community will be the focus of the first LGBTQ 
Spiritual Summit in Palm Springs. About eight of the 
desert’s spiritual leaders are expected to attend 
and participate in panels. They include the Rev. 
Clinton Crawshaw of the Metropolitan Community 
Church, Minos Lugh from the Temple of Sapphire 
Sky, Rabbi Sally Olins of Temple Isaiah, and the Rev. 
Kevin Johnson of Bloom in the Desert Ministries. 
Author and the Rev. Jerry Troyer will give the keynote 
address.

An aim of the event is to explore how recent civil 
rights victories have affected individual faith and 
connecting with others.

The summit will take place 1-4 p.m. March 14 at 
the Palm Springs Convention Center, 277 N. Avenida 
Caballeros. Free admission. More information is 
posted at LgbtqSpiritualSummit.org.

Resort town doubles gay fun
If you’re headed to Puerto Vallarta in late May, 

you’ll be able to attend the annual gay pride festival, 
as well as an LGBT writers and artists retreat. They’re 
scheduled for the same time this year, according to 
PVAngels.com.

From May 18 to 25, creative residents and visitors 

will be able to spend time working on their writing, 
drawing, photography, acting and other artistic 
talents. Retreat organizers also plan to shoot a 
documentary on Pride festivities.

For more on gay culture in Mexico, see our travel 
feature on page 52.

Celebrity chef hosts mass wedding
Art Smith, Oprah Winfrey’s former chef, 

organized a free wedding for 101 same-sex 
couples on Feb. 21 in Miami Beach, Fla.

The openly gay, native Floridian 
decided to host the affair to celebrate 
that state’s overturning its ban on gay 
marriage. Doing it with style, Smith 
turned to his rolodex, calling in 
other famous chefs, such as 
Duff Goldman to create the 
cake, and Chi Chi LaRue as 
dance party DJ.

Florida holds a special 
place in Smith’s heart 
for another reason: 
It’s where he met his 
partner, Jesus Salgueiro, 
15 years ago.

It sounds like a fantasy day of artistic 
celebration, but it’s really happening.

Led by Philippe Jordan, music director 
of the Paris Opera, soprano Renee Fleming 
will sing, Veronika Part of the American 
Ballet Theatre and Maria Kowroski of the 
New York City Ballet will dance, and pianist 
Alfredo Rodriguez and guitarist Angel 
Romero will dazzle with their instruments. 
And it’s all advised by legendary music 
producer and composer Quincy Jones, 
among other notable advisers.

They’re slated to participate March 18 
in the Festival of the Desert, consisting of 
events 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. at Sunnylands 
Center and Gardens, 37977 Bob Hope Drive, 
Rancho Mirage. Tickets are $65 - $500.

For information: (760) 340-2787, 
FestivalOfTheDesert.org.

SUNNYLANDS  
HOSTS TOP-TIER 
FESTIVAL

GETTY IMAGES

GETTY IMAGES
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TV actor shocks anti-gay Russia
American actor, Odin Biron, who appears in a hit Russian sitcom, 

surprised fans in February when he announced in a magazine article that 
he’s gay. Russia has stirred controversy and outrage in recent years by 
passing anti-gay legislation.

No one may have been more shocked by the 30-year-old actor’s 
revelation than his co-star, Ivan Okhlobystin, an Orthodox priest and 
advocate for criminalizing homosexuality. Okhlobystin reacted by 
referring to Biron as a “Sodomite” and his gayness as “devilry.”

Biron says he once wanted to quit his job because of his co-star’s 
inflammatory views, but he decided to remain and try to change the 
Russian people’s perception of homosexuality by example.

Imagine the tension on that set. 

Newbies top gay flicks list
Who doesn’t enjoy reading a good list? Every so often, an 

entertainment source will name the top stars, movies, songs or albums 
in a specific category. Some picks you agree with, some leave you 
scratching your head.

TheBacklot.com recently named its “100 Greatest Gay Movies.” 
What’s different about this particular list is that two films that were 
released in 2014 made the top 10. Here’s the best of the best:

 “Brokeback Mountain” (2005)

 “Shelter” (2007)
 “Beautiful Thing” (1996)

 “Milk” (2008)
 “Weekend” (2011)

 “Latter Days” (2003)

 “Maurice” (1987)

 “The Normal Heart” (2014)
 “Pride” (2014)

 “A Single Man” (2009)  

Staff Reports

It’s never too late to come out, as 82-year-
old actor Joel Grey showed in January when he 
revealed to the media that he’s gay.

Fans who loved his turn as the master of 
ceremonies in “Cabaret,” the Broadway musical 
and film, may have wondered about his sexual 
orientation. He was so convincing as the drag 
persona that he won Tony, Golden Globe 
and Academy awards for it. 

Still, Grey says that homophobia 
kept him in the closet. His family, 
however, knew he was gay for years. 
He was married for 24 years to 
Jo Wilder, with whom he has two 
children. His daughter, Jennifer 
Grey, may be best known to the 
public for her role in “Dirty Dancing” 
and winning “Dancing with the 
Stars” in 2010.

JOEL GREY COMES OUT

GETTY IMAGES





“Business as Usual 1” is 
a part of a body of work 
reflecting the corporate 

world, where Thornton 
worked for several 

years before focusing 
full-time on his art. 

“I was inspired by the 
similarity to the animal 

kingdom,” he says. 



» Continued on PAGE 24
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JOHNIE THORNTON NEEDS 
JUST THREE THINGS TO LIVE A 
FULFILLING LIFE: a roof  over his head, 
food, and to paint. He realized this more than 
four years ago, as he toiled away at a well-
paid but unsatisfying corporate job.

A senior manager for a restaurant chain in 
Irvine, Thornton decided to take a leap of  
faith instead of  accept a promotion. He quit 
his job and moved to Los Angeles to pursue 
creating art full-time, which he did for about 
six months. But without sufficient funds or 
established art-world connections, he was 
soon back in the workforce.

Thornton’s next gig brought him closer 
to his dream. The self-taught artist joined a 
prop house, creating paintings that were used 
in TV and film productions. While it was 
the creative outlet he wanted, the work was 
job-specific and didn’t allow him to express 
himself.

Driven by his own artistic vision, Thornton 
hatched a new plan. He continued to work 
60-hour weeks at the prop house, saving his 
money, then painted for himself  30 to 40 hours 

LIFE 
SHAPES

A NEW TALENT EMERGES 
AS JOHNIE THORNTON 
SHIFTS FOCUS TO ART

BY WILL DEAN

UP

TOP, “Nothing Sticks” is a visual commentary on society’s diminishing 
attention span, “reflecting on modern-day media and over-saturation 
of images, information, etc.,” Thornton says.  ABOVE, “Giveth,” shown 
here, was created as a partner to “Taketh Away.” A thread of satire runs 
through both paintings, which are parts of a conversation on religious 
vs. intellectual freedom.  SUBMITTED PHOTOS



» Continued from PAGE 23
LEFT, “Embroiled” was inspired by 
Palm Springs, “from the color to 
the line, to the composition,” artist 
Johnie Thornton says.  BELOW, 
“Aperture” represents why the artist 
frequently visits Palm Springs. “I 
really wanted to reflect the spirit of 
Palm Springs by using a background 
similar to breeze block, and the color 
palette was very inspired by the 
landscape and mid-century design,” 
he says. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

“Fleeting” explores shape and form. 
Thornton says, “I wanted to create a 
composition that was both easy to look 
at, but also challenging to the eye.” 

IF YOU GO
See Johnie Thornton’s 
art at F16Life.
com and, starting 
March 6, at the 
Woodman|Shimko 
Gallery, 1105 N. 
Palm Canyon Drive in 
Palm Springs, (760) 
322-1230, Woodman 
ShimkoGallery.com.
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a week and presented 
his art to potential 
galleries. Three years 
later he was once 
again ready to focus 
solely on his art.

For the past year 
he’s done exactly that: 
reading on sociology 
and psychology, 
marketing himself  
— doing what young 
artists must do today 
to create and sell their 
work. His creativity 
often takes place in 
Palm Springs, which 
he prefers to his home 
base in LA. Inspired 
by the pace, climate and beauty of  the desert, 
he frequently stays and works at a couple of  
friends’ Palm Springs home.

“Art is what makes me happy,” Thornton 
says. “I basically decided I needed to do what I 
needed to do to make art every day.”

Thornton also realizes his corporate 
experience gives him a necessary edge in the 
art business, particularly as a marketer. And 
he’s seeing the rewards of  training and an 

unwavering dedication to his art. Recently, 
his paintings were picked up by a gallery in 
Australia and exhibited in Tucson. In Palm 
Springs, he began work on a mural at Bar 
and landed a show at the Woodman|Shimko 
Gallery.

“I wake up excited very day,” Thornton says. 
“I wake up thrilled to get to my studio. When 
I’m not painting, I think about it. In my free 
time, I go to art galleries. Now I couldn’t be 
happier.”  
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Designer Stephen Collins believes this William 
Krisel home in the south end of Palm Springs, 
like many homes, shows its best face at night. 
Even at twilight, the glow and shadows that 
fall from light fixtures in the living room 
contribute to a sexy desert cocktail hour.

A  WORLD VIEW

BY WILL DEAN
PHOTOGRAPHS BY CLARK DUGGER

STEPHEN COLLINS  
RE-IMAGINES  
MID-CENTURY  
MODERN CLASSIC  
WITH AN  
INTERNATIONAL  
TWIST
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TOP, some of Collins’ 
prized collectibles 

include the Arne Vodder 
desk, 19th-century 

carpet on the wall, and 
the Thuya wood table 
from the former Hotel 
Jasmine in Essaouira, 

Morocco.
RIGHT, Interior designer 

Stephen Collins chats 
with his mother, Jean 

Collins, in the expansive 
kitchen area, which 
now sits where the 

master bathroom was 
originally built. One of 
its special features is 

the dining table, which 
Collins retrieved from 

celebrated Chef Andre 
Daguin’s restaurant 

kitchen in Auch, France.
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F THERE’S ONE INTERIOR DESIGN PHILOSOPHY 
that deeply resonates with Stephen Collins, it’s No. 6 of  Nancy 
Lancaster’s seven rules of  design. 

Lancaster, an arbiter of  style who owned Sibyl Colefax and 
John Fowler, a highly regarded British decorating firm in the 
20th century, once said: “I never think that sticking slavishly to 
one period is successful; a touch of  nostalgia adds charm. One 

needs light and shade, because if  every piece is perfect, the room 
becomes a museum and lifeless.”

It’s an approach to design that Collins has employed in homes 
he’s owned and others he’s decorated, from France and Morocco 
to London, England. So when he recently took on a new project in 
the south end of  Palm Springs, designing the interior of  a William 
Krisel-designed home, the furnishings and artworks he’d collected 
during international travels were uppermost in mind. But first came 
the remodel.

“When these houses were built, they were sensational,” Collins 
says. “But I’ve taken a great man’s work and I’ve made it work for 
now.” 

Collins made major changes to the Kings Point home to reflect 
the way people live today. For instance, the master bathroom and 
kitchen were switched, transforming the latter into a large gathering 
place. And contributing to the flow of  the living room, two of  five 
large windows were removed. Other changes included extending 
patios around the home and landscaping to create privacy and 
enhance the view. 

TOP, these ebony Bambara 
sculptures were purchased 
at an estate sale in Cap 
Ferrat, France. “I always 
want something African 
or Indian or both, even if 
it’s textiles, in my house,” 
Collins says. 
ABOVE, the chairs, often 
found in public parks in 
France in the 1940s and 
’50s, were painted bright 
yellow as a nod to the Palm 
Springs aesthetic.
LEFT, Collins’ interior 
style includes personal 
treasures he’s had for years, 
such as this Maschere 
Venetian mask, and recent 
acquisitions like the Lucite 
lamp that was left in the 
home by a previous owner.

BELOW, When renovating the home, Collins retained the sunken 
effect of the living room, adding matching terrazzo flooring on 
the upper level. The blue chair was reupholstered with discarded 
theater curtains he retrieved in 1996 from a dumpster outside 
Webber Douglas Academy of Art in London, England.

» Continued on PAGE 32



» Continued from PAGE 31
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Inside the nearly 
3,000-square-foot 
residence, Collins 
displays many of  his 
favorite items from 
different eras and 
design styles. Mid-century items, such as his Arne Vodder 
desk and Bertoia Diamond chairs, are mixed with furniture 
and accessories from India and Africa. A well-versed 
student of  culture, Collins says early modernism in Europe 
was influenced by countries that were colonized, blending 
what was considered the real nobility of  North Africa with 
a bit of  artificial beauty.

“I really do feel that it’s about the blend,” he says about 
design. “It’s a real art mixing it correctly.”

In keeping with Lancaster’s point of  view, he tried to 
honor mid-century modernism in a realistic way. “I hope 
we’re moving away from the pure Jetsons revival, the 
whole let’s pretend we’re on the set of  ‘Mad Men.’

“Sometimes I think it can be all curated and museum-
like. We forget how they lived then. I think Palm Springs is 
more comfortable than it’s been allowed to be.”  

LEFT, The headboard in the master 
bedroom was made of hand-blocked 
fabric from Senegal, Africa. BELOW, 
This collection of Midwinter pottery 
displayed in the dining area bears a 
unique shape designed by the Marquis 
of Queensberry.

ABOVE LEFT, A beautifully 
crafted Indian tray table adds a 
bit of drama to the living room. 
ABOVE, The remodel of the 
nearly 3,000-square-foot Kings 
Point home near Murray Canyon 
in Palm Springs included the 
installation of 36 new windows 
and new landscaping. 
LEFT,  Collins acquired these 
items because of their design 
and the engraved initials that 
match his.



Join NCLR at our annual
Dinah Garden Party—The Event to Win Marriage Equality!
Join us in Palm Springs for our annual Dinah Garden Party on April 4th celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
Dinah Weekend. At the event you will hear about our historic marriage case headed to the U.S. Supreme Court 
and all of the incredible work the NCLR legal team has been doing to advance full equality across the country. 

groundbreaking work. We can’t wait to celebrate with you! 

NCLR in Palm Springs
Saturday, April 4, 2015

NATIONAL CENTER FOR LESBIAN RIGHTS | 870 Market St, Suite 370 | San Francisco, CA 94102 | NCLRights.org

NCLR Dinah Garden Party
Saturday, April 4, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

At the historic Old Las Palmas home of 

The Honorable James Williamson

Address provided upon RSVP 

Learn more
Go to NCLRights.org/Dinah to learn more about this 
year’s iconic honorees, sponsorship opportunities, 
and to purchase tickets. 

For questions regarding the event, contact 
Development Events Manager Dani Siragusa at 
Events@NCLRights.org or 415.365.1309. 

*Sponsor list as of 2.17.15

CO-CHAIR The Advocate | Dimitri Bakakos | Gary D. Soto | David Vogel & Larry Fulton

VIP  Gordon & Sally Atkinson | Carol & Mike Balasa | David Brinkman & William Grimm | James Carroll & 
Scott Romesburg | Beth Edwards & Cindy Solomon | Andy Linsky | Nadine Navarro & Margaret Norris
Jim Sanak & Scott Palermo | The Standard | Tropicale Restaurant & Coral Seas Lounge / Copa Nightclub
Darrell Tucci | Robert Van Roo | Thomas B. Watson & Andrew Klayman

FRIEND Roberta Conroy | Ruth Debra & Sherry Fulton | Joan Elliot & Gloria Kapp | Pennie Feehan
Emily Freeman | Lauri Kibby | Barbara Lampert | Lisa Middleton & Cheryl Callaghan | Jack Newby Oranj 
Palm Vacation Homes | The Honorable Steve Pougnet | David Rothmiller & L. D. Thompson
Kelly & Jennifer Rouse-Willis | Eric Shay | Sara Sperling and Jessika Fessenden | John Williams & 
Jean-Guy Lachance

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
Sign up to become a sponsor at NCLRights.org/Dinah

outlookDESERTMEDIA
NATIONAL MEDIA SPONSOR LOCAL MEDIA SPONSOR ONLINE MEDIA SPONSOR

CO-HOST Mark Anton & Scott Histed | Geni Bennetts & Pat Tuck | Diageo
The Honorable Ginny Foat & Pamela Genevrino | Lynn Hammond Catering

PARTNER Meredith Baxter & Nancy Locke | Molly Bondhus & Wil Stiles | Laurence Colton & John McCoy 
Desert Outlook | Greater Palm Springs Pride | Greater Palm Springs Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Hephaestus Jeweler & Jef Timms | Heritage Legal, LLP & Chris Heritage  | Tim Hohmeier & 
Chuck Diodosio | Robert & Mary Beth Kors | Meredith Miller & Carol Dunlop / True Value Palm Springs 
Joe McCormack & Gary Hunter | Michelle McKee & Laura O’Kane | P.S. Resorts | Brian Rix | Jef Timms
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COVER STORY

F ALL OF OUR BELOVED DESERT HAMLETS, 

Indio may be the only one to have officially appropriated 

the moniker “The City of  Festivals.” But in actuality, when 

it comes to the top springtime carnivals of  particular interest to the 

queer community, the wealth is spread far and wide. ¶  Below is your 

guide to navigating these bacchanalian blowouts. And yes, you’ll 

notice that three weekends beg you to double-dip. Where there’s a 

will, there’s a way to get it all in — and then some.

LGBT GUIDE TO MUSIC & CULTURAL WEEKEND EVENTS

Festive

Are you ready for the Coachella Valley’s smorgasbord of spring festivals? These residents, our cover 
models, are.  FROM LEFT, Robert Van Tassel wears a Hot Rodeo look, featuring Michael Kors jeans, a short-
sleeved blue plaid shirt from British Invasion (Facebook.com/BritishInvasionClothing) and western-inspired 
hat from Hats Unlimited (HatsUnlimited.com, Facebook.com/HatsUnlimitedPalmSprings); Chris Boucher’s 
White Party look consists of a white tank and white briefs by Sauvage; Brandi Smith’s ensemble features a 
denim shirt, little black dress, and “Dinah” wire-wrappers necklace made by Jim Walters and available through 
PaperDolls boutique in Palm Springs (Facebook.com and Instagram); and Vertarias Hankins’ Blatino Oasis look 
includes black Whittall & Shon swim trunks and a yellow “Blatino Oasis” T-shirt made by Palm Springs artist 
Jeff Ingram. HAIR AND MAKEUP BY MONICA M. VELASQUEZ WITH J. RUSSELL! THE SALON IN PALM DESERT. PHOTOGRAPHED 
BY TAILI SONG ROTH AT VILLA FONTANA, PALM SPRINGS RESIDENCE OF BOB BOGARD AND MICHAEL VON WITTENAU 
(PALMSPRINGSLUXURYRENTAL.COM)

BY DANIEL VAILLANCOURT & WILL DEAN | PHOTO BY TAILI SONG ROTH

fabulous spring
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CLUB SKIRTS DINAH SHORE WEEKEND | APRIL 1-5
Everyone’s a California Gurl—at least for five consecutive days—at this year’s 25th 
anniversary of the original Dinah in Palm Springs, “the largest all-girl event and music 
festival in the world.” | www.thedinah.com

THE ELEVATOR PITCH:  
Lesbian, bi, and curious 
women land in the 
desert for a Palm Springs 
weekend of sun, fun, 
music, comedy, and 
sports that coincides 
with the first Ladies 
Professional Golf 
Association major of 
the season, the ANA 
Inspiration in Rancho 
Mirage (originally 
dubbed the Dinah Shore 
Golf Championship 
and formerly known 
as the Kraft Nabisco 
Championship). 

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS:  While founder 
Mariah Hanson was the solo promoter for 

the first iteration of The Dinah 
— held at the Palm Springs 

Art Museum in 1991 — 
starting in 1992, she 
partnered on the event 
with fellow promoters 

(and then-wife-and-wife 
team) Sandy Sachs and 
Robin Gans, owners of 

Los Angeles’ Girl Bar and 
Studio One. The trio 

of friends split in 
2005. More than 
20,000 people 
are expected 

this year. 
THE CROWD:  Women, womyn, gurls, girls, señoras and 
señoritas, dames, ladies, dolls, damsels, maids, maidens, 
chicks, babes and gals. Most are lesbian (from butch to baby 
femmes). Certainly some are bisexual. A few are open-minded 
(or curious) and straight. And a handful are gay male besties. 
As long as you’re at least 21, age doesn’t matter.  

IT’LL COST YOU:  The 
best deal is the The 
Dinah weekend pass at 
$269, unless you want 
to attend just a few 
individual events (priced 
at between $10 and 
$100).

THE VENUES:  
Both official 
host hotels — 
The Saguaro 
Palm Springs 
and the Hilton 
Hotel and Spa 
— are entirely 
booked by Dinah 
attendees, 
with a 
complimentary 
Dinah shuttle 
running 
between the 
two.  Other locations of gaiety include the 
Hacienda Cantina & Beach Club, Zelda’s 
Nightclub, and the Palm Springs Convention 
Center.

THE HEADLINER:  This year it’s all 
about Grammy nominee Meghan 
Trainor, whose ode to gals of 
greater girth, “All about That Bass,” 
monopolized the top of the pop 
charts for a good chunk of 
2014.  But what Hanson 
has planned for you isn’t 
just a three-song set 
from Trainor but her full 
stadium show. That’s one 
hot ticket.

PHOTO OP:  
A poolside 

selfie with 
1995 attendee Ellen 
DeGeneres — one that 
rivals the Oscar host’s 
2014 shot with Meryl, 
Jennifer, Angie, Julia, 
and a couple of hot 
guys — would be kinda 

cool, wouldn’t it? Let’s 
hope she shows up 

again this year, 20 
years after her 

first time.

FUN FACT:  Openly 
lesbian celebrities 
who have 
attended The 
Dinah as guests 
include Wanda 
Sykes, Jane Lynch, 
and Meredith 
Baxter. And you 
thought lesbians 
weren’t funny ...

DON’T LEAVE 
HOME WITHOUT:  
At the very least 
a bikini top (no 
nudity allowed), your 
favorite clubs (if you 
want to get into the swing 
of things and test-drive one or more 
of the Coachella Valley’s 100-plus 
golf courses), and antiseptic wipes to 
disinfect portable toilet seats.

INSIDER TIP:  Many women bring 
their children to The Dinah. They can’t 
participate in any of the official events, 
but they can stay at the host hotels. While 
mama plays with her friends, the little 
ones (and their nanny or sitter) can enjoy 
kid-friendly outings such as a zoo daytrip to 
The Living Desert or a visit to the Children’s 
Discovery Museum of the Desert, both in 
Rancho Mirage, a half-hour away. 



» Continued on PAGE 38
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WHITE PARTY | APRIL 24-26
Show off your true colors at Jeffrey Sanker’s 
White Party Palm Springs.  
www.jeffreysanker.com/white-party

IT’LL COST YOU: 
A weekend 
pass — worth 
it for those who 
want to witness 
absolutely 
everything 
— is $475 in 
advance, $750 
at the door. If you 
choose to go à la carte from 
the full menu, tickets range 
from $70 to $135 per event.

THE CROWD: Contrary to popular belief, as long as you’re 18 
or over (21 to imbibe libations), it doesn’t matter what age 
— or color, shape, size, or nationality — you are. The dance 
floor being egalitarian, all are welcome, there’s something 
for everyone, and love is definitely in the air.  Attire runs 
the gamut from tiny thongs the color of mother’s milk to 
kaleidoscopic costumes so elaborate as to make Halloween 
ghosts and goblins blush.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: L.A.-based 
mega-promoter-producer Jeffrey 
Sanker began White Party Palm 
Springs in 1989 as a way for 300 
of his closest friends to celebrate 

the rites of spring. The event 
has grown to host more 

than 30,000 expected 
participants in 2015. 

THE ELEVATOR PITCH: Gay, bi, and trans men (and more 
than a few of the women who love them) descend upon the 
desert from around the globe to partake in what’s believed 
to be the largest circuit party in the world — a gold- and 
silver-tinged shindig that’s anything but pure as the driven 
snow.

PHOTO OP: A selfie taken from high atop 
the ferris wheel at the T-Dance, with 
the sun setting behind the San Jacinto 
Mountains (or later, during the fireworks), is 
the one shot that can’t be beat.

INSIDER TIP: New this year is 
Sanker’s Saturday buyout of 
the Wet ’n‘ Wild Palm Springs 
waterpark on Gene Autry 
Trail for the benefit of White 
Party guests 18 and older. 
If you’re not a pass-holder, 
your $45 advance ticket 
gets you in from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. (and is also valid for 
the 21+ Saturday pool party 
back at the Renaissance). Go 
big by renting a private (400 
square feet) or semi-private 
(200 square feet) cabana 
for $700 (6 admission 
tickets included) or $450 (4 
admission tickets included), 
respectively.

THE VENUES: The Renaissance Palm Springs is the 
official host hotel, with the Hard Rock Hotel Palm Springs 
accommodating the overflow. The actual White Party — one 
of many events — happens at the Palm Springs Convention 
Center Saturday night, and Sunday’s Circus T-Dance starts at 
3 p.m. the following afternoon at White Party Park across the 
street. The T-Dance’s grand finale is an exceptionally explosive 
fireworks display choreographed to a specially created music 
mix by master DJ Wayne G.

DON’T LEAVE HOME 
WITHOUT: At least 
one white-hot 
little number from 
your immaculate 
collection, sunblock, 
and ear plugs. 

THE HEADLINER: Sanker likes surprises, 
and the headliner for Saturday’s big event 
has not yet been announced at press 
time. Past performers include Lady Gaga, 
Ke$ha, and Ariana Grande, so patient 
boys and girls will no doubt be beautifully 
rewarded. And, E! Network fashionista Kelly Osbourne will reign 
as this year’s White Party queen.
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BLATINO OASIS  | MAY 1-3
Get naked in Cathedral City at the only 
clothing-optional spring festival in the 
Coachella Valley. | www.blatinooasis.com

THE ELEVATOR PITCH: It’s California’s ultimate gay/
bi men of color getaway weekend — and once you’re 
here, for much of it, you don’t have to keep any of your 
clothes on. ’Nuff said. This is arguably the spring festival 
with the highest degree of sexual heat.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: In 2006, founder Joe Hawkins 
traveled for the first time to Palm Springs, and was blown 
away. Immediately upon departure, he began making 
plans to invite men of color from around the world to his 
first party, held in 2007 for 100 guys at Helios. The rest, 
as Hawkins is fond of saying, is history. “Blatino Oasis 
continues to grow as an event where gay and bi men of 
color can be themselves without shame,” he says of this, 
the ninth year, adding that more than 2,000 people are 
expected. That makes Blatino Oasis the largest vacation 
event for queer men of color in California, and one of 
the top three non-Pride parties for this segment of the 
population.

IT’LL COST YOU: 
For $250, you get 
a VIP weekend 
pass that includes 
express entry 
to all official 
events (including 
all after-party 
events), access 
to a VIP area with 
complimentary 
food, a gift bag, and admission 
to both the Sunday brunch and 
closing party. The $200 non-VIP 
weekend pass entitles you to 
express entry to all official events. 
Admission price to each individual 
event had not been determined at 
press time.

THE CROWD: The vast majority of participants are gay and bi black and Latino men of 
at least 18 years of age (some events are 21+), but men of all ethnicities are welcome 
and do attend. Women are also encouraged to take part, but are not permitted 
entrance to any clothing-optional event.  

THE HEADLINER: While there are DJs galore 
spinning tracks for attendees, Blatino 
Oasis boasts a one-year-on-one-year-off 
performer schedule. That said, two different 
awards ceremonies — one in the adult/
erotic category (held Saturday at the 
Caliente Daytime Pool Party), the other for 
industry and community service (held at the 
Kings Supporting Kings White Party Brunch 
on Sunday) — honor gay and bi men of color. 
Honorees for 2015 include Archbishop 
Carl Bean, actor-director Maurice Jamal, 
LA event promoters Joshua Pilgram and 
Brandon Anthony, author Alex Langford, 
erotic dancer Suki, and adult film star Redd 
(receiving the Best Top Award).

THE VENUES: The official clothing-optional host hotel 
(and setting for all erotic after-hours and pool parties, 
including a fashion show, live strip shows, and live sex 
shows) is Cathedral City Boys Club (CCBC).  The official 
host hotel for those who choose to keep on their 
skivvies is the Desert Princess Palm Springs Golf Resort. 
Both are in Cathedral City. Adjunct events will take place 
at such locales as the Copa and the Wet ’n‘ Wild Water 
Park, both in Palm Springs.

PHOTO OP: We realize everything, 
everyone, everywhere can be 
a Kodak moment. But please, no 
photography or video recording of 
non-performer nudity (unless in private, of 
course).

FUN FACT: In 2011, out Palm Springs Mayor 
Steve Pougnet declared the first weekend 
in May Blatino Oasis Weekend.

INSIDER TIP: All men staying 
at CCBC during the Blatino 
Oasis weekend are required 
to purchase a $100 resident’s 
pass valid for all events held 
on site, including after-hours 
events. If you’re staying at the 
resort but have purchased a 
VIP or regular weekend pass, 
the resident’s pass fee is 
waived.

DON’T 
LEAVE 
HOME 
WITHOUT: 
Condoms 
(as you may 
know, anything 
goes anytime at 
clothing-optional resorts) and 
sunblock (dark skin burns just as easily as light 
skin under the desert sun).

» Continued on PAGE 40
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HOT RODEO & COUNTRY FAIR  | MAY 1-3
Rope ’em and ride ’em in Banning, then two-step it down to Palm 
Springs for country and western boogie nights. | www.hotrodeo.org

THE ELEVATOR PITCH: Rodeo aficionados 
(LGBT or not) come from far and wide to see 
amateur queer cowboys and cowgirls (and 
their supportive straight brothers and sisters) 
compete in traditional — and not-so-traditional 
— rodeo events.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: The first-ever gay rodeo was 
held in Reno as a fundraiser in 1976. In 1984, the 
Golden State Gay Rodeo Association was formed, with 
the International Gay Rodeo Association following in 
1985. This is the seventh annual Hot Rodeo produced 
by the current Greater Palm Springs chapter of GSGRA.

THE CROWD: Good ol’ boys and 
good ol’ gals of every persuasion 
(in boots, buckles, and Stetsons), 
lay folks not in western wear, 
plenty of families (same-sex and 
not) with kids.  

IT’LL COST YOU: Entry to 
the rodeo from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday is 
$20, with Saturday’s ticket 
granting the bearer admission 
to Sunday’s festivities as 
well. Kids younger than 12 
get in free. To compete, any 
IGRA member (memberships 
available at registration) pays 
$25 per event per day.

THE HEADLINER: This 
must be your first time 
at the rodeo…  But 
seriously, some of what 
you’ll see includes 
traditional rough stock 
events (bull-riding, 
steer-wrestling), calf 
roping, and timed horse 
events (barrel race, 
pole-bending). Men 
compete against men, 

women against women, in solo events; team 
events are unisex. Cash, ribbons, and trophy 
buckles are the prizes.

THE VENUES: The host hotel 
is Caliente Tropics in Palm 
Springs. The rodeo’s two full 
days take place at the A.C. 
Dysart Equestrian Center in 
Banning, a half-hour’s drive 
west of Palm Springs. Unofficial 
proceedings in the planning 
stages at press time include 
a country and western dance 
contest at DiGS Bar in Cathedral 
City and a kickoff at Hunters in 
Palm Springs (both on Thursday 
night), as well as a pre-rodeo 
Arenas Road bar crawl (locations 
TBA) on Friday. Saturday night’s 
Dancing under the Stars party 
happens in the parking lot of 
SpurLine Video Bar starting at 7 
p.m. ($10 cover).

PHOTO OP: A selfie snapped 
after you’ve 

succ-essfully 
competed 

in the 
pie-eating 
contest 
on the 
country 

fairgrounds 
in Banning 

would be yummy.

INSIDER TIP: Fifteen-dollar advance rodeo 
tickets good for entry both days of the rodeo 
are available from one of 55 members of the 
Greater Palm Springs chapter of the GSGRA until 
April 25. If you can’t find a member peddling 
tickets at bars and restaurants on weekends, 
write to president@psrodeo.org.

DON’T LEAVE HOME 
WITHOUT: Binoculars, at 
least one piece of country 
and western attire, and 
an extra T-shirt (to 

change into following the 
aforementioned pie-eating contest).

FUN FACT: Specific to  
IGRA rodeos are 
nontraditional competitions 
known as “camp” events. 
Meant to incite any 
newcomer to participate 
in the rodeo, they include 
steer decorating, goat 
dressing (trying to beat the 
clock while slipping a pair 
of shorts on a goat), and 
wild drag racing.

» Continued on PAGE 42
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LGBT DAYS | APRIL 3-5
Palm Springs and Indio aren’t the only game in the desert when it comes to hosting 
festivals. Cathedral City gets in on the act.  | www.cathedralcitylgbtdays.com

THE ELEVATOR PITCH: Long 
before Palm Springs was a 
gay mecca, Cathedral City 
was where many LGBT people 
chose to play and live. Building 
on that history, the city will 
host during Easter weekend an 
assortment of “gay-ety”—from 
hot-air balloon rides to disco 
dancing, to a pool party and 
drag bed race for charity.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: It’s 
the fi rst year for LGBT Days 
as a weekend event, but only 
the latest expression of gay 
culture in Cathedral City. Just 
mention the gay nightclubs 
Daddy Warbucks and C.C. 
Construction to a longtime 
resident, and you’ll hear 
amusing tales of foam parties, 
whipped cream wrestling 
matches and more. 

THE CROWD: If the planned 
events are any indication, you 
can expect a cross-section of the 
desert’s LGBT population, ranging 
from couples with children to 
silver daddies and mamas, to 
residents and visitors of all ages 
and backgrounds. The events 
include a Bunny Bar Hop each 
of the three nights, costumed 
“Rocky Horror Picture Show” 
sing-along at IMAX, Palm Springs 
Gay Men’s Chorus performance, 
and Easter egg hunt that includes 
children.

IT’LL COST YOU: 
The opening night 
kickoff  party on 
April 3, as well 
as the Studio 
One-11 Downtown 
Disco, egg hunt, 
and Easter 
Bonnet Stroll and 
Contest are free. 
Admission is $5 to 
the “Rocky Horror’ 
sing-along, $10 to 
see LGBT-themed 
fi lms at Mary 
Pickford Theatre, 
and $20 for an 
after-hours pass 
to CCBC Resort.

PHOTO OP: On April 3, capture the bird’s eye view of the festival from a 
hot-air balloon, or have a friend snap your pic as you ascend above the 
palms. 

INSIDER TIP: 
Palm Springs Fiat 
will provide free 
shuttle service 
to and from bars 
during the Bunny 
Bar Hop.

DON’T LEAVE 
HOME WITHOUT: 
Bunny ears or an 
outrageous hat to 
wear in the Easter 
Bonnet Stroll and 
Contest.

FUN FACT: You get help 
in the bed race. Teams 
of fi ve are asked to take 
part, with four people 
pushing one on the bed 
across the fi nish line.

THE VENUES: Many of the events will 
occur on the Cathedral City Festival Lawn 
at 68700 Avenida Lalo Guerrero, including 
Saturday night’s outdoor dance club event. 
Other participating Cathedral City venues 
include Bonta Restaurant and Bar, Studio 
One 11, The Barracks and AJ’s on the Green. 

» Continued on PAGE 44
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TACHEVAH: A PALM SPRINGS 
BLOCK PARTY  | APRIL 15
Live music reigns during the month of April, with this 
outdoor concert happening between Coachella’s 
two weekends. Jump-start or extend your Coachella 
experience, or if you don’t have a pass to that  
sold-out festival, get your party on, at Tachevah.  
www.tachevahblockparty.com

THE ELEVATOR PITCH: Think of it as a celebratory concert after a 
high-octane battle of the bands showcasing some of the desert’s 
best musical talent. Three local bands will perform as opening acts for 
two hot bands that are already making waves in the music industry, 
following a months-long journey of submitting videos, fans voting, 
performance rounds, and the final selection by three celebrity judges.

INSIDER TIP: 
Various Palm 
Springs nightclubs 
and restaurants 
will host block 
parties after the 
concert, with 
the new Buzz 
trolley available 
to provide free 
transportation 
(www.buzz 
ps.com).

THE CROWD: It’s one of the most diverse 
audiences you’ll see in the Coachella 
Valley, attracting people of different ages, 
races, sexual orientations, and desert 
communities — united by a love of music.  

IT’LL COST YOU: NOT! 
It’s free, folks.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: The annual block party was launched in 
2013, drawing about 5,000 attendees to downtown Palm Springs. It 
quickly grew last year to nearly 10,000 partygoers, and this year’s 
attendance is expected to exceed that. Tachevah is presented by 
The Desert Sun, Goldenvoice, Harold Matzner, PS Resorts, the city of 
Palm Springs, and the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians. 

THE HEADLINER: 
The top two acts 
were  not announced 
by press time, but 
with Coachella and 
Stagecoach producer 
Goldenvoice choosing 
a headliner, they’re likely to be 
acts  you don’t want to miss. 
And the three local opening 
acts, including Alchemy of 
Indio, tend to have large, loyal 
followings.

FUN FACT: One of the judges 
who helped to select Tachevah’s 
opening acts is Grammy Award-
winning country music star Shelby 
Lynne, who just happens to live in 
Rancho Mirage.

THE VENUES: Considered to be one of the valley’s largest outdoor concerts, it takes place near the Spa 
Resort Casino, 401 E. Amado Road, Palm Springs. In addition to the performance stage, there will be vendors 
selling beer and merchandise. FIND Food Bank is the designated charity.

DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:  
Community pride, money for food 
and drink, and your dancing shoes, 
of course.

» Continued on PAGE 46
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STAGECOACH | APRIL 24-26
Saddle up, hang on tight, and ride into Indio to see 
almost 60 of the latest, grayest, and greatest 
country and western acts in America..  
www.stagecoachfestival.com 

THE HEADLINER: 
A trio of headliners 
(one for each day 
of the fest) leads 
the charge: Tim 
McGraw (Friday), 
Miranda Lambert 
(Saturday), and 
Blake Shelton 
(Sunday). The 
lineup also 
includes veteran 
performers Merle 
Haggard, ZZ Top, 
Gregg Allman and 
more.

IT’LL COST YOU: Your one and only wristband 
grants you access to all three days of the 
festival. General admission is $269, with Corral 
Standing Pit (SRO and the closest viewing 
area, directly in front of the Mane Stage) and 
Corral Reserved Seating (a reserved seat 
in front of the Mane Stage, just behind the 
pit) going for $799 each. Corral level passes 
also admit the holder to the Saloon, an area 
adjacent to the Mane Stage that features 
abundant shade, picnic tables, couches, extra 
restrooms, food, and a full cash bar.  

THE ELEVATOR PITCH: Billed as “California’s 
Country Music Festival,” it’s Coachella with 
cowboy hats.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: In 2007, eight years after 
founder Paul Tollett and promoter Goldenvoice 
created the Coachella Valley Music and Arts 

Festival, they gave that big sister a sibling in 
Stagecoach. Still in its relative infancy, it 

grows in stature each year.

THE CROWD: While perhaps less insanely overcrowded (or star-
studded) than Coachella, Stagecoach nonetheless draws a fervent 
mob of country fans who get decked out in the trappings of the 
genre. Kids 10 and younger get gratis general admission.

THE VENUES: 
Like Coachella’s 
twin weekends 
that precede it, 
Stagecoach happens 
at the Empire Polo 
Club grounds in Indio.

FUN FACT: It won’t 
be the first time 
that Lambert and 
Shelton — spouses 
since 2011 — sing at 
Stagecoach, but their 
separate headlining 
on different 
nights is indeed 
unprecedented.

INSIDER TIP: Don’t 
think you can do it all 
— because you can’t. 
Look at the roster and 
pick your favorites, 
giving yourself ample 
time to navigate 
between venues due 
to the expanse of the 
grounds.  

PHOTO OP: A selfie 
of you and your 

friends posing next 
to any piece of the 

plentiful public art dotting  
the landscape is a must.

DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT: A knapsack 
lightly packed with a blanket, plenty of cash or 
your ATM card (Stagecoach days are long, and 
you’re bound to get hungry and thirsty more  
than once), and your non-pro camera (cameras 
with removable lenses are not allowed).  

Blake 
Shelton & 

Miranda 
Lambert 

GETTY IMAGES

FILE PHOTO
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 IF YOU GO
WHAT: Café Society 
in Bloom, an evening 
of jazz and justice
WHEN: 6 – 9 p.m. 
Friday, March 6
WHERE: Desert 
Princess Resort, 
28555 Landau Blvd., 
Cathedral City
TICKETS: $80
INFO: Bloomin 
thedesert.org
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IT’S RARE TO COME ACROSS both an individual and a group 
who always practice what they preach, which may be why Tracy Mark 
Turner and Bloom in the Desert Ministries are a match made in heaven.

Originally from Wyoming, Turner lived in the San Francisco Bay 
Area for more than 25 years before moving to Palm Springs in 2004, 
after company downsizing led to his early retirement. During the years, 
he’s committed himself  to supporting social justice causes as diverse as 
marriage equality, the peace movement, fair labor, health-care advocacy, 
and immigration reform. “I think it is a desire to see social justice in 
general, and wanting to do what I can on 
an individual basis to ensure that I act as an 
ally for groups who are marginalized,”says 
Turner, 57.

“While still in the Bay Area, we marched 
at numbers bordering on a million people 
in the streets of  San Francisco insisting that 
United Nations inspectors be allowed to do 
their job —which would have shown what 
was later proved to be a lack of  WMDs 
[Weapons of  Mass Destruction],” says 
Turner, who’s gay. “What moved me to a 
more active mode was when Cindy Sheehan, 
whose son Casey Sheehan was killed 
in Iraq, went to Crawford, Texas to ask 
President Bush what the ‘noble cause’was 
that he claimed her son had died for. During that time, I also met 
Vickie Castro, another mother who lost her son in Iraq. I decided that, 
knowing as hard as it is for military families to speak out, that I too 
must do the same.”

It’s values and actions like this that have led Bloom in the Desert 
Ministries, a United Church of  Christ and Reconciling Ministries 
congregation that helps individuals and organizations throughout the 
Coachella Valley, to present Turner with its first community justice 
award at the “Café Society in Bloom” fundraising event in March. “The 
annual Spring Fling Cabaret and Silent Auction fundraising event is 
dedicated to building a community that celebrates diversity, friendship, 
and service,” says Bloom’s The Rev. Kevin A. Johnson.

Johnson adds that one of  the Community Justice Award’s defining 
parameters is, “To recognize the value and actions of  a person working 
diligently for peace and justice in the Coachella Valley community. 

Do-right
Church honors Tracy Mark Turner 
with community justice award

BY LAWRENCE KAROL

man



PALM SPRINGS PERSONIFIED

DESERT OUTLOOK  |  MARCH 2015  49

Tracy has been a collaborator with Bloom on many peace and 
justice actions for more than a decade. Most notably was his 
being a member of  the interfaith coalition that worked with Palm 
Springs city leaders to bring an International Peace Pole to the 
downtown Village Green.In the past few years, the church and 
Tracy collaborated with others on marriage equality rallies and 
demonstrations that Bloom helped sponsor. We know when we 
show up at a vigil, rally, or march, if  Tracy is there, we are in the 
right place.”

Turner says he’s “much honored to get such recognition, 
although it's not sought or expected,” and adds, “It's all the more 
meaningful knowing that I have been with Bloom in the Desert 
along the path.”  

LEFT, Tracy Mark Turner of Palm Springs, who has friends 
who are teachers, attends in 2011 a teachers rally 
protesting school funding cuts at Palm Desert Civic 
Center. PHOTO BY WADE BYARS / THE DESERT SUN  BELOW, 
Turner (third from left) participates in a parade entry 
advocating for peace. BOTTOM, Turner (second from 
right) attends a peace pole dedication at Desert Mirage 
High School in Thermal. Other attendees include former 
state assemblyman V. Manuel Perez (second from left) 
and the Rev. Johnson of Bloom in the Desert Ministries 
(far right). SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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WHAT DID 
YOUR FAMILY, 
RELIGION, AND 
CULTURE SAY 
ABOUT SEX? Do 
you have a particular 
image of  what sex 

is “supposed to” look like in your head? Most 
of  the messages women receive in the world 
discourage them from learning about their 
sexuality and having fun with sex. 

If  you don’t already see sex in a positive 
light, why not try challenging your views? 
Explore, value and embrace your sexuality. 
Recognize that sex is a natural part of  life and 
that it can be a beautiful, positive experience. 
Understand that you are worthy of  pleasure 
and that you deserve to be comfortable with 

the sex life you choose. 

WEAR IT WELL
Start by examining your naked body and 

treasuring the skin you’re in. Grab a mirror 
and explore your body from head to toe. Let 
your fi ngers glide across your skin and enjoy 
the touch. Get to know your rough patches, 
delicate skin, bald parts, hairy spots, scars, 
stretch marks, freckles, bumps and dimples. 
Appreciate the skin that you’re in, and 
embrace your blemishes. Don’t be afraid to 
adore yourself  and have fun exploring. 

FEMALE ANATOMY 101
Are you familiar with basic female anatomy 

and how your body functions? Develop a 
sense of  ownership and empower yourself  

by learning the names of  your body and 
genital parts. Do you know the diff erence 
between your labia majora and labia minora? 
Knowledge of  how your body regularly 
functions and how you physically respond to 
arousal has several benefi ts. Not only are you 
more likely to receive pleasure, but awareness 
can also help you detect changes over time. 
If  you haven’t already noticed, your body 
will respond to age, stress and medication in 
diff erent ways.

READ A BOOK
If  you have questions about sex, anatomy, 

and/or sexuality but prefer to learn in 
the privacy of  your own home, consider 
purchasing a book from a trusted source. Cleis 
Press publishes sex education books, guides, 
LGBT literature, erotica and more. Be open-
minded and go at your own pace, but also 
challenge yourself  to explore new material. 
Whether you choose a sex education book 

Sexual
awakening

WHAT EVERY LGBT WOMAN SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT HER BODY & SEX

WINSTON WILDE
 & NINA RUEDAS

THINKSTOCK
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written by Tristian Taormino or erotica edited by Violet Blue, you can 
still learn so much about your sexual limits and interests.

ATTEND A CLASS
The Los Angeles LGBT Center has done an excellent job of  hosting 

sex-positive events and lecture series that are specific to women. For 
example, they hosted an entire sex education series facilitated by Kim 
Airs, a longtime sex-positive advocate and sex educator. A local option 
is a women-only sex education series hosted by Desert Center for 
Sexuality Awareness (DCSA) in Rancho Mirage, in conjunction with 
Lauren Holm from Skitzo Kitty. The Flirty Friday classes provide a safe 
space for women to learn about toys, ask questions about sex, and meet 
other like-minded individuals.

APPRECIATE THAT YOU ARE UNIQUE
Cherish, honor and appreciate your sexual self  and all the little things 

that make you one-of-a-kind. Stop comparing your sex life to anyone 
else’s, and stop striving for what you think is normal. Acknowledge and 
appreciate your preferred form of  sexuality. Understand that you don’t 
have to share the same sexual interests as the person next to you. Nor 
do you have to have sex as often as someone else. Be yourself, but also 
understand that others need to be true to themselves, too. Sometimes 
our wants won’t match with those of  our partner, which is OK as long 
as you can enjoy some common ground.

FANTASY VERSUS REALITY
It is important to understand the difference between fantasy and 

reality as you explore. Not all desires are meant to take form. In fact, 
some of  our fantasies are better left in our own heads. For example, 
your partner might not appreciate it if  she learned that you were having 
steamy thoughts about her sister. Don’t beat yourself  up about fun and 
zesty fantasies, but think twice when you decide which ones you want 
to act out and share. 

FIND YOUR VOICE
Learning more about anatomy, sex and sexuality will help you develop 

a vocabulary. As you become more comfortable thinking about new 
fantasies, saying new words, and having new experiences, you are more 
likely to understand your sexual wants, needs, and limits. Give your 
thoughts and desires voice by communicating what you’ve learned to 
your partners. 

TAKE CHARGE
Take an active role and don’t passively wait for sex to come to you. 

Try seducing your partner, actively showing your interest, and daring 
yourself  to try something new.  

Winston Wilde (marriage and family therapist, MFC39060), Nina Grace Ruedas 

(marriage and family therapist registered intern, IMF67572), Desert Center for 

Sexuality Awareness, (760) 773-3463, desertsexcenter.com

GOT A QUESTION?
Dr. Winston Wilde and Nina Ruedas can help provide clarity on matters 
of relationships and sex. Wilde is a licensed marriage and family 
therapist, sexologist and founder of theDesert Center for Sexuality 
Awareness in Rancho Mirage. Ruedas is a marriage and family 
therapist registered intern. Email your question, with “Private Parts” in 
the subject line, to william.dean@desertsun.com.
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Guadalajara during 

Holy Thursday in 2014. 
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S I WAS CLEARING 
CUSTOMS ON A 
RECENT TRIP back 

from Guadalajara, the agent looked at 
me suspiciously.

“Why did you visit Guadalajara and 
not Cabo or Cancun or someplace in 
Mexico like that?” he asked.

I wasn’t ready for the question, 
hesitated, and for lack of  a better answer said, “Well, I have 
a lot of  friends in Guadalajara.”

It was my second trip to Guadalajara in a year and I had 
lived there for two months in 2011 while studying Spanish. 
I do have a lot of  friends in Guadalajara and although that 
was the first thing that came to mind, any LGBT visitor to 
Mexico’s second largest city can expect to find one of  the 
world’s most underrated gay destinations.

Guadalajara is off  the beaten path for most American 
tourists and that may be one of  the reasons it is sometimes 
called the most Mexican of  Mexican cities. Foreign tourists 
seeking a big city usually go to Mexico City, while the 
rest go to resort towns like Puerto Vallarta, Cabo and 
Cancun. The American influence is not as pronounced in 
Guadalajara as it is in the cities where more Americans are. 

The gay scene in Guadalajara is in the historic downtown 
or El Centro. During the day, it is bustling with tourists and 
working people, but at night the streets turn into a virtual 
gay street party. People stop and socialize in the street as they 
bar hop. There is even a gay taco stand, appropriately enough 
called Tacos Gay. The stand is at the city’s gay epicenter at 

Off the  
beaten path in 

STORY & PHOTOGRAPHS BY ED WALSH

Mexico
Discover the  eclectic 

appeal — gay  
tacos, anyone? —  

of Guadalajara

» Continued on PAGE 54

LEFT, Horse-drawn carriages are an old-fashioned mode of transportation 
still used in Guadalajara. Osvaldo drives his carriage past the University of 
Guadalajara. BELOW, A statue adds to the ambiance of Tlaquepaque, one 
of the city’s fashionable suburbs of Guadalajara. BELOW LEFT, Considered 
one of the most important symbols of Guadalajara, the statue of Roman 
goddess Minerva stands near agave plants, the source of tequila. 
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the corner of  Prisciliano Sánchez and Ocampo 
streets. A lost-in-translation sign over the stand 
has an American flag and says in English, 
“Thank you for your preference.” I couldn’t 
figure out if  they were thanking people for 
their business or their sexual preference.

The biggest gay club in the area around 
Tacos Gay is Caudillos disco, right across 
the street. Its three floors and deck feature 
different rooms with different music or drag 
shows, the latter being a staple of  Mexican gay 
bars. Caudillos usually charges a small cover 
but if  you pay the cover there you will get a 
bracelet entitling you to enter at any of  its 
nearly a dozen sister nightclubs. Club Ye-Ye is 
kitty-corner from Caudillos and is mostly male 
but is very popular with gay women as well. 
La Prisciliano is just upstairs from Ye-Ye and 
is also popular among lesbians. Bring small 
change with you when you go out because 
club doormen will often ask you to put money 
in a tip box for them. Three pesos, or about 25 
cents, is a good tip.

Our Golden State is championed just a few 
blocks away at the very popular California’s 
Bar. One of  the walls in this spacious bar 
features a photo collage of  Hollywood and 
generic Southern California palm tree and 
beach scenes. The wall on the bathroom 
hallway has a photo mural of  the Santa 
Monica Pier. One wall has a sweeping view 
of  the San Francisco skyline. The bar’s theme 
strays from the California borders on the back 
wall with a montage of  Las Vegas.

The best way to see the highlights of  the 
city is the Tapito tour. The double-decker 
buses leave regularly from a plaza alongside 
the cathedral. Unless you speak Spanish, don’t 
take the trolley bus tour because it is only 
in Spanish. The Tapito tour costs about $10 
and you can ride different routes all day that 
include a general city tour and excursions to 
the suburbs of  Tlaquepaque and Tonala. 

The best day to do the Tapito tour is on 
Thursdays so you can check out the amazing 
bargains at the world-famous Tonala artisan 
street market, which is held every Thursday 
and Sunday. You should avoid taking the city 
tour on Sundays because the city’s main drag, 
Juarez Street, is closed to cars for the Sunday 
Streets bicycle day. The tour cannot go under 
the famous arches along Juarez Street, one of  
the city’s most famous landmarks.

Tlaquepaque has a beautiful historic 
downtown lined with restaurants and with 
a pedestrian-only street shopping district. 
Tlaquepaque is much prettier than Tonala, but 

the prices are cheaper and selection is more 
plentiful in Tonala. If  you are combining a trip 
to Guadalajara and Puerto Vallarta, don’t buy 
anything in Puerto Vallarta; you can get it for 
at least half  as much in Tonala.

By the way, you can easily combine a visit 
to Puerto Vallarta and Guadalajara. The 
luxurious ETN buses run between the two 
cities for less than $40. The fare includes a 
small brown bag lunch and the buses have 
free Wi-Fi and individual video entertainment 
screens where you can watch movies during 
the five-hour ride.

While in Guadalajara, a good choice for gay 
travelers is the gay and lesbian hotel, Casa 
Alebrijes. It has an American owner who can 
give you the latest on gay Guadalajara. It is 
perfectly situated in the heart of  El Centro. 
Rates start at $55 and include breakfast and 
taxes. By the way, when comparing prices, be 
sure to ask if  the quoted price includes taxes. 
Some hotels do and others surprise you with it 
when you get your bill.

If  you are on a tight budget, Hostel Lit, is a 
good option. Although it no longer calls itself  
a gay hostel, its management says that most 
of  its guests are still gay and it still actively 
promotes itself  to the gay community. Rates 
for a private room and bath are around $35.  

» Continued from PAGE 53

TOP, An outdoor cafe adds to 
the ambiance of Tlaquepaque, 

which is considered to be 
one of Guadalajara’s prettier 

suburbs. Above, Gay residents 
and visitors who want to 

dance visit Caudillos disco in 
Guadalajara.
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ABOVE, California 
visitors are reminded 
of home in California’s 
Bar, a Guadalajara 
hangout that features 
images of the state’s 
landmarks and views, 
including this painting 
of San Francisco’s 
skyline. LEFT, A 
picturesque square in 
Tlaquepaque.

LEFT, Tacos Gay is a popular 
taco stand and hangout in 
El Centro, Guadalajara’s 
historic downtown. 
BELOW, These quirky 
chair sculptures, bearing 
anatomical features, sit 
in front of the Instituto 
Cultural Cabanas.
BELOW LEFT, Unwind in the 
courtyard at Casa Alebrijes, 
a gay and lesbian hotel in 
the heart of El Centro.



56  DESERT OUTLOOK  |  MARCH 2015

DATEBOOK  CALENDAR

NATIVE FILM FEST
MARCH 3-8 (VARIOUS TIMES)
Celebrate the rich history and cultural contributions of Native American 
tribes at this annual film festival presented by the Agua Caliente Cultural 
Museum. It features films by, about and starring Native Americans and 
other indigenous peoples, at Camelot Theatres, 2300 E. Baristo Road in 
Palm Springs. Tickets: $7-$50. AccMuseum.org.

LA QUINTA ARTS FESTIVAL
MARCH 5-8 (10 A.M. – 5 P.M.)
Immerse yourself in visual and performance art during this festival 
featuring daily music, other performances, and trendy food concessions 
at the La Quinta Civic Center campus, 78495 Calle Tampico, La Quinta. 
Tickets: $15-$20. (760) 564-1244, LQAF.com.

‘THE DIVINE SISTER’
MARCH 6-29 (8 P.M. FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS, 2 P.M. SUNDAYS)
This Desert Rose Playhouse stage production pays homage to just about 
every Hollywood film featuring nuns. See the gay comedy, written by 
Charles Busch, at 69620 Highway III, Rancho Mirage. Tickets: $28-$30. 
(760) 202-3000, DesertRosePlayhouse.org.

‘THE OSANBI DEAL’
MARCH 6 (7:30 P.M.)
Written by Marilynn Barner Anselmi, this story of family treachery and 
greed gets the staged reading treatment at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of the Desert, 72425 Via Vail in Rancho Mirage. Tickets: $10. 
(760) 345-7938, Script2Stage2Screen.com.

SPRING FLING
MARCH 6 (6 – 9 P.M.)
The sixth annual Spring Fling Cabaret and Silent Auction celebrates 
justice, recognizing activist Tracy Mark Turner with an award for his 
efforts from Bloom in the Desert Ministries, at the Desert Princess Palm 
Springs Golf Resort, 28555 Landau Blvd., Cathedral City. Tickets are $80. 
(617) 835-9285, BloomInTheDesert.org.

MATT ALBER
MARCH 6-7 (7 – 8:30 P.M.)
Singer-songwriter Matt Alber brings his heartfelt repertoire, to The 
Purple Room Restaurant and Stage at 1900 E. Palm Canyon Drive in Palm 
Springs. Openly gay, the bearded countertenor has become an American 
idol in the bear subculture and beyond. Tickets: $20. (800) 838-3006, 
PurpleRoomPalmSprings.com.

MEN’S FASHION SHOW
MARCH 7 (11 A.M. – 1:30 P.M.)
See men of the desert strut their stuff during this sixth annual fashion 
show and charity luncheon benefiting Animal Samaritans. It takes place 
at The Ritz-Carlton, 68900 Frank Sinatra Drive, Rancho Mirage. Tickets 
and information: (760) 601-3754, AnimalSamaritans.org.

KATHY GRIFFIN
MARCH 7 (8 P.M.)
Since the last time you saw the comedian doing stand-up, she’s taken 
on a new gig, “Fashion Police” on the E! Network. Find out what that’s 
all about when Kathy Griffin performs live at The Show at Agua Caliente 
Casino Resort Spa, 32250 Bob Hope Drive in Rancho Mirage. Tickets: 
$65-$85. (760) 321-2000, HotWaterCasino.com/TheShow.
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RED DRESS/DRESS RED
MARCH 7 (8 – 11 P.M.)
Coachella Valley residents and visitors are asked to put on their most 
fetching outfit, regardless of the gender it was intended for — there will 
be plenty of men in a red dress — and party at this benefit for The LGBT 
Community Center of the Desert. The gala will take place at SnapShot 
Palm Springs, 4574 E. Camino Parocela, Palm Springs. Tickets: $75. (760) 
416-7790, TheCenterPS.org/events/red-dress-dress-red.

JOHNNY MATHIS
MARCH 7 & 8 (8 P.M.)
For more than 50 years, singer Johnny Mathis has soothed and entertained 
music lovers with his melodic hits, ranging from “Chances Are” and “It’s 
Not for Me to Say,” to “I Have A Love/One Hand, One Heart,” his duet with 
Barbra Streisand. Mathis will perform in concert, with guest star Gary Mule 
Deer, at the McCallum Theatre, 73000 Fred Waring Drive, Palm Desert. 
Tickets: $65-$125. (760) 340-2787, McCallumTheatre.com.

BNP PARIBAS OPEN
MARCH 9-22 (VARIOUS TIMES)
As in past years, the 2015 tennis tournament is expected to bring many 
of the top male and female players in the world to the Indian Wells 
Tennis Garden, 78200 Miles Ave., Indian Wells. But this year has some 
extra star power. Serena Williams has announced that she will play this 
year. For tickets and info: (760) 200-8400, BnpParibasOpen.com.

HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY
MARCH 10 (5 – 7 P.M.)
As its name indicates, the National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day emphasizes raising awareness about the pandemic among women. 
The Desert AIDS Project and its 100 Women donor program present 
this entertainment and information event, featuring jewelry sales and 
a speech by Paige Rawl. HIV-positive since birth, Rawl recounts her 
story of perseverance to inspire others. See her in the Frank Sinatra 
Auditorium at Desert Regional Medical Center, corner of Tachevah and 
Via Miraleste in Palm Springs. Admission is free, with tickets available at 
DesertAidsProject.Wufoo.com. 

ONCE UPON A WOW
MARCH 10 (10 A.M. – 2:30 P.M.)
Contribute to this benefit for SafeHouse of the Desert, which provides 
a haven for youths, while having lunch at the Westin Mission Hills Golf 
Resort and Spa, 71333 Dinah Shore Drive in Rancho Mirage. Tickets: 
$120-$250. (760) 409-0902, Goo.gl/m4DfRF.

‘ON THE AIR’
MARCH 12 (7 P.M.)
Experience the fun and nostalgia of live radio when it was the primary source 
of entertainment. Dezart Performs presents “On the Air 2! An Evening of 
Live Radio Show Classics” at Camelot Theatres, 2300 E. Baristo Road in Palm 
Springs. Tickets: $35-$75. (760) 322-0179, DezartPerforms.org.

THE ONE-ACTS
MARCH 13-15 & 20-22  
(7 P.M. FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS, 2 P.M. SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS)
Desert Ensemble Theatre Co. presents an evening of one-act plays, featuring 
“Two By Tony,” “Family Meeting” and “The Comeback.” See them at the Pearl 
McManus Theatre in the Palm Springs Woman’s Club, 314 S. Cahuilla Road, 
Palm Springs. Tickets: $18-$22. (760) 565-2476, DetcTheatre.org.
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EYE ON DESIGN
MARCH 14-31 (10 A.M. – 5 P.M.)
Visit this Palm Springs Art Museum 
Architecture and Design Center’s exhibition 
on Andrea Zittle’s Aggregated Stacks and the 
collection of the museum. Admission is $5. See 
it at 300 S. Palm Canyon Drive in Palm Springs. 
(760) 423-5260, PSMuseum.org.

PALM SPRINGS SINGS
MARCH 20 (6:30 – 8 P.M.)
The Purple Room Restaurant and Stage 
hosts its second season of a local singing 
competition. Check out the contestants 
as they perform before a panel of judges 
to advance to the next round. Tickets: 
$10. The venue is at 1900 E. Palm Canyon 
Drive in Palm Springs. (800) 838-3006, 
PurpleRoomPalmSprings.com.
 
CAROLINE RHEA
MARCH 20 & 21 (8 P.M.)
The actress and comedian has appeared in 
numerous TV shows, including “Funny Girls,” 
“Hollywood Squares,” “Curb Your Enthusiasm” 
and “Sordid Lives: The Series!” Check out her 

stand-up routine at Copa, 244 E. Amado Road 
in Palm Springs. Tickets: $35-$75. (760) 866-
0021, CopaPalmSprings.com.

EVENING AT THE APOLLO
MARCH 21 (5:30 – 10 P.M.)
In its heyday, the Apollo Theatre in Harlem, N.Y., 
was known for its boisterous, glamorous and 
demanding audiences. If they didn’t like your 
performance, you were booed, hissed and pulled 
from the stage with a large hook. Minus the hook, 
the Apollo will be the theme of this year’s Stars 
Among Us gala benefiting Mizell Senior Center, 
which will be emceed by R&B duo Marilyn McCoo 
and Billy Davis Jr., who also will perform. The 
other performer is Motown-flavored “Hitzville – 
The Show.” The gala is presented by Eisenhower 
Health and Harold Matzner at the Palm Springs Air 
Museum, 745 N. Gene Autry Trail, Palm Springs. 
Tickets: $245. (760) 323-5689, Mizell.org.

DAY OF POLO
MARCH 22 (11:30 A.M. – 4 P.M.)
Talk about a challenging game to play. You’re 
chasing a tiny ball with a mallet while racing at 
top speed on horseback. But it’s entertaining 

to watch, and the vibe is oh-so sophisticated. 
A fundraiser for Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 
Desert, this event includes two polo matches, a 
silent auction and lunch at Eldorado Polo Club, 
50950 Madison St., Indio. Tickets: $85. (760) 
568-3977, BBBSDesert.org.

RUNNING WILD
MARCH 22 (7 A.M. – NOON)
Runners of various levels are invited to 
participate in this 5K, Running Wild 4 Hope, as 
a benefit for cancer research and treatment at 
City of Hope. It steps off at Ruth Hardy Park, 
700 Tamarisk Lane, Palm Springs. Fee: $25-$50. 
(760) 779-1801, RunningWild4Hope.org.

JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
MARCH 24 & 25 (10:30 A.M.)
See eight films depicting Jewish life and culture 
during two days at Camelot Theatres, 2300 
E. Baristo Road in Palm Springs. The stories 
include “400 Miles to Freedom,” “Apples of the 
Desert,” and “Zero Motivation.” Tickets: $8-$54. 
(760) 325-2281, TempleIsaiahPS.com/jff.  
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Palm Springs 
OperaArts honors 

Greg Louganis

1

2 3

4

8

9

10 11 12

5

6

7

1. Dimitri Halkidis and Andres Leija. 2. Honoree Greg Louganis with guest opera performer. 3. Victoria Kirsch, H. Waring Sharpe.  4. Roberto Perlas 
Gomez, H. Waring Sharpe and guest singer.  5. Andy Linsky (second from left) and guests.  6. Brad White, Kevin Bass.  7. Greg Louganis, Dimitri 
Halkidis.  8. Johnny Chaillot, Greg Louganis, Arlene Rosenthal, Joe Giarrusso.  9 & 10. Students.  11. Peggy Cravens, John Harrell.  12. OperaArts 
supporters.  PHOTOS BY MARGUERITE BALLANTINE

62  DESERT OUTLOOK  |  MARCH 2015

DATEBOOK  GADABOUT



DESERT OUTLOOK  |  MARCH 2015  63



GETTY IM
AGES 

64  DESERT OUTLOOK  |  MARCH 2015

DATEBOOK  OUR PICK

IF YOU WEREN’T IN THE AUDIENCE for Heather McDonald’s 
stand-up comedy performance last year at Copa, you missed one funny 
show.

As her audience might expect, the comedian and actress talked about 
her most visible gig, as a regular contributor to the E! Network’s 
“Chelsea Lately” starring Chelsea Handler. But most of  her show dealt 
with the absurd expectations and inevitable realities of  being a young 
working wife and mother trying to make it in Hollywood.

A hint of  McDonald’s comedic tenor can be found in the title of  two 
books she’s written — like Handler, she’s a New York Times best-selling 
author: “My Inappropriate Life: Some Stories Not Suitable for Nuns, 
Children, or Mature Adults” and “You’ll Never Blue Ball in This Town 
Again: One Woman's Painfully Funny Quest to Give It Up.”

Given her access to E!, she seems most comfortable and adept at 
breaking down entertainment news, which she often delivers with 
dead-on impersonations of  today’s biggest stars.

McDonald returns to Palm Springs on March 27 and 28 to perform at 
Copa, 244 E. Amado Road. Both shows start at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20-
$45 and available at CopaPalmSprings.com.
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